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One Extraordinary Week

by Craig Sansonetti

On July 24th Craig Sansonetti’s office
phone rang — not an unusual occurrence — but
an unusual caller with an unusual message. It
was Guy Hook, long time member and for-
mer director of the Society, who had just re-
turned from Brad Smith’s Auction Gallery.
There he had seen something for sale that he
thought was of extraordinary interest. Did
the Society already know about it? Would
we have a representative at the auction to bid
for it? Should Guy try to buy it? Absolutely!
No matter what the cost. Buy it!

On July 25th Dolores Krick’s phone
rang. It was Dave Hawkins, owner of prop-
erty adjacent to the railroad south of Bruce
and a friend of the Society. He was at
Smith’s Auction Gallery where the auction
was in progress, and he had spotted an item
to be sold that he was sure the Society would
want to buy. Could Dolores come over im-
mediately?

And then on Sunday, July 29th, David
and Carol Hopkins came as visitors to Muddy
Creek Forks. The Hopkins own a property
along the former railroad right of way at Fen-
more that includes an old mill site. They
spent a long time talking to Craig Sansonetti
in the mill and Jean Sansonetti upstairs in the
store. In their conversation with Jean they
mentioned that they had an old map that
showed the railroad, and Jean expressed in-
terest in seeing it. At the end of the afternoon
the Hopkins came back to Muddy Creek

Forks with a rolled up map. When they un-
rolled it, we were astonished at what they
had to show us.

And so, in one extraordinary week,
seemingly by happy coincidence, three very
significant artifacts surfaced and were
added to the Society’s archival collection.
What were these artifacts? Their stories
follow.

A. M. Grove Diaries

What Guy had seen at the Smith
Auction Gallery was a simple tin box, noth-
ing very interesting except for the handwrit-
ten label which caught his attention. It read
“New Harmony Church Books, A. M.
Grove, Treas., Mar. 1899.” Expecting to
find some old records of the church, Guy
opened the box. What he found was a large
number of loose papers and a number of
small books. The books were diaries. Not
wanting to call attention to what he had
found Guy closed the box without fully ex-
amining its contents, but he had seen
enough to know that many of the diaries
had been written by A. M. Grove.

The next day Guy returned for the
auction, waited more than three hours for
the tin box to appear, and bought it. When
he took the box home and inventoried its
contents he found many receipts, cancelled
checks, postcards from various years, and

Continued on page 4
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President’s Message
by Dolores Krick

Greetings from Muddy Creek Forks,

As | sit here in Muddy Creek Forks |
look to a fall evening. It’s quiet here in the
village, as the train and passengers are still
not here. We look forward to the sounds of
the big engines running again in Muddy
Creek.

We have wonderful news ... the Tea-
21 project is FINISHED! We have finished
the work on all of the washouts, and a huge
project has finally been completed. | hope all
of you will join us for the annual meeting on
Oct 27th to see what has been done. Special
thanks to all who have helped with this pro-
ject.

Our summer season is over, and we
have just a few more openings this year. Lots
of people visited our village, and we have
showed them the past. Mark your calendars
for the WWI reenactment on October 13th
&14th. What a great time that will be!

Special thanks to all who participated
in our annual Heritage Days. Thanks to Jean
Sansonetti for all her hard work in organiz-
ing yet another successful event.

Lots of things are happening here in
Muddy Creek Forks. I hope you don’t miss
them.

We all look forward to a great fall

season.

As always, feel free to contact me about
your suggestions, concerns and offers to help. My
number is 717-927-6023 or email me at brighterisbet-
ter@mtwirefree.net

Have a wonderful fall,
Dolores Krick, President
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Treasurer’s Report
by John Finlayson

As | write this report, the big project
for the year, the repair of bridges and track
damage from stream washouts, is almost
complete. This project, which was funded by
a TEA-21 grant, will cost approximately
$760,000. All but $118,000 remains to be
billed and paid.

In addition to the $760,000 which
was covered by the grant, the Society com-
mitted to approximately $63,000 of related
track work and engineering costs which must
be covered by their own funds.

Another project that is in process is
the painting of the exterior of the general
store which will cost about $25.000.

When these projects have been com-
pleted, our reserves will be substantially de-
pleted.

At this time we are asking our mem-
bers and friends to consider a contribution to
the Society to help with these important pro-
jects. Your generosity will be greatly appre-
ciated.

All contributions will be acknowl-
edged by letter and are tax deductible.
Please send your checks, payable to:

Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad
Preservation Society

P.0O. Box 5122

York, PA 17405-5122
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TEA-21 Project Completed
On Time and On Budget

The Society has finally reached the
end of the extended journey that began with
the submission of our TEA-21 grant proposal
nearly eight years ago. On August 31 Leona
Barr, our PennDOT project monitor; Mark
Wilson, engineer for the project; Irv Allott,
contractor; Dave Anderson, construction in-
spector for Wilson Consulting; and Dolores
Krick and Craig Sansonetti met for a final
inspection of the finished project. At all sites
the contractor’s work was found to be com-
plete and satisfactory.

The Society was fortunate in our
choice of engineer and in the contractor who
won the project bid. Both Mark Wilson and
Irv Allott did an outstanding job of moving
the project forward while keeping a tight rein
on costs. Despite flash floods that twice dis-
rupted the work, the project was completed
within the $760,000 grant funding, and 617
new ties were furnished by the contractor for
use by Society volunteers.

With the completion of the contrac-
tor’s work, all of the major problem spots in
our railroad right of way have been fixed.
Now the focus shifts to Society volunteers
who are beginning the formidable job of re-
building more than 2000 feet of track re-
moved for the TEA-21 work. There’s a lot
of work left to do, but there are now no in-
surmountable obstacles to extending our op-

erations
to Laurel
and up-
grading
the track
f o r
heavy
equip-
ment.

With no track in place it was a long walk to inspect the B-3 and S-
1 work sites north of High Rock. Here Dolores Krick, Mark Wil-
son, Irv Allott, Leona Barr, and Dave Anderson pause for a picture
at S-1 to mark the completion of the TEA-21 project.

Fall 2007 ...

What could be better than vigorous,
healthful exercise in a pristine natural
setting on a beautiful October day?

M&PRPS Fall Work Camp

October 7-13

See article on page 5 for details
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One Extraordinary Week, cont.

15 diaries. Included were A. M. Grove’s dia-
ries for the years 1900-1902, 1904, 1905,
1907, and 1910-1915. The 15th book was a
1923 diary marked Bob Grove.

Guy has indicated that he plans to do-
nate the diaries to the Society. Their content
is largely unexplored at this point (A. M.
Grove’s difficult handwriting makes it impos-
sible to scan them rapidly for items of inter-
est), but we expect they will be a very valu-
able source of information about Grove, his
family, and his businesses at Muddy Creek
Forks.

Guy has begun transcribing the entries
for 1900. Although they are largely personal
in nature, they have already revealed a num-
ber of interesting points. Among the most
notable are that Muddy Creek Forks already

had telephone service in 1900; that Grove’s
new store building was completed in 1899,
not 1900 as we had previously believed; that
McCormick binders and mowers were among
the items of
farm  machin-
ery sold from
the store; and
that wheat was
being shipped
out of Muddy
Creek Forks in
bulk in boxcars
before the cur-
rent grain ele-
vator was built.
The central im-
portance of the
railroad in the
village is con-
firmed by the
large  number
of entries (16
in  January
alone) that
make direct or
indirect reference to it.

Muddy Creek Forks Post Office Artifacts

The item that prompted Dave Haw-
kins’s call to Dolores was a box of assorted
items from the Post Office at Muddy Creek
Forks. Unable to go to the auction herself,
Dolores called John Manifold who went and
bought the lot on behalf of the Society.

A wide variety of items from pencils
and crayons to paper clips and thumb tacks,
letter openers and rulers, and a Post-Office-
Department-issued hole punch were included
in the lot; but the largest category of items

Continued on page 7
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October Work Camp to Focus on Track Construction:
Come Out and Help!

Good news! The work of Allott Con-
struction Company on the Society’s bridge
and stream bank restoration project is now
complete. However, there is still a lot of
work to be done before trains can run from
Muddy Creek Forks to Laurel. Our track
crew has made a good start.

The main line bridge at Muddy
Creek Forks was back in service in time for
our summer operations, and reinstallation of
the track on the approaches to the High Rock
Bridge is well underway. But nearly 2000
feet of track that we removed in preparation
for the contractor remains to be rebuilt by
Society volunteers.

To push this work forward, the Track
Department is planning a Special Fall Work
Camp to be held the week of October 8 to 13.
During that week we expect to complete the
work at the High Rock bridge and rebuild
about 300 feet of track at the S-1 washout
site about half a mile north of High Rock. If
we can complete this large section during the
Work Camp, we will be in a good position to
rebuild the deck of
the B-3 bridge on up-
coming Saturday
work days.

This will re-
open all of the track
that was in operation
before the TEA-21
work began and set
the stage for an all out
assault next spring on
the 1700 continuous
feet of track that must
be built between the
S-2 washout south of
Guinston Road and

the Laurel passing siding.

Materials for the work are in hand. A
mountain of 617 new ties is towering over
the ballast bin at Muddy Creek Forks to chal-
lenge our crews. They will be supplemented
with 400 relay ties now on order.

What is still needed is volunteers.
Whether you have prior experience with track
work or not, we can really use your help.
Every worker counts. To make good pro-
gress we will need four or more volunteers
for each day of the work camp.

October should be a beautiful month
to work on the railroad, so plan to come out
and help. It is important to know in advance
whom we can expect in order to plan the
work and to be able to notify volunteers
should there be any change in plans. Call
Track Superintendent Mike Shay at 717-244-
0561 or e-mail him at shaygoat@aol.com to
let him know when you will be there.

This pile of
617 new ties
waiting  at
Muddy Creek
Forks will
soon be joined
by 400 relay
ties. Construc-
tion of 2000
feet of new
track to com-
plete the TEA-
21 project pre-
sents a formi-
dable chal-
lenge for our
track crew.
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This has been a slow
summer for the Track Depart-
ment because of the hot and hu-
mid weather on Saturdays. But
despite the weather some track
work has been accomplished.
The track gang has started work-
ing on installing the rail and ties
at the B-2 bridge at High Rock.

Due to extensive exca-
vation to prepare the grade for

Right: Sam Bistline excavates and
grades the north approach to bridge B-2
in preparation for reinstalling the track.
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Track Report

by Mike Shay

Left: Mike Shay spikes the last tie on the south
approach to bridge B-2 as a car of ballast to be
tamped under the ties waits at the south end of
the newly installed track.

track, this has been a slow process. The
south end of the right of way at High
Rock has been finished, and currently
work is being done on the north end of
the right of way. When this project is
complete, ties and rails at the S-1 wash-
out, west of High Rock road, will be
installed.

617 new ties have already
been purchased, and 400 relay ties to
rebuild the track at S-1, B-3, and S-2
are on order. Mike would like to thank
the volunteers who helped out on this
project: Gary Gadziala, Craig Sanson-
etti, George Fitch, Sam Bistline, and all
of the other volunteers. He would also
like to note that Ben DiDonato, who
was one of the track gang, passed away
on July 3". He will be missed.



THE YORK MAIL Fall 2007 ... 7

One Extraordinary Week. cont.

was rubber stamps — more than 50 in alloperation. The third cancellation stamp was
Many of these were common stamps thatet to August 31, 1954, the last day of passen-
would be found in any Post Office (First ger and Railway Post Office service on the

Class, Fragile, Insured, Special Delivery,Ma & Pa. There is no way to know whether

etc.). Others were quite unusual or specifidhe stamp is unchanged from that day or
to Muddy Creek Forks. whether the date was reset more recently.

Among them were three cancellation The age of most of the stamps cannot
stamps. These stamps have a permanebie determined, but some are quite old. One
outer ring with the words Muddy Creek carries the legend “Back the Boys in the
Forks, Penna. and replaceable slugs in th&renches, Buy a Liberty Loan Bond.” Lib-
center for the month, date, and year. The earerty Loan Bonds were issued by the U. S.
liest, in badly deteriorated condition, was leftgovernment in 1917 and 1918 to finance the
with the date January 6, 1926. The most reeost of the First World War. Another unusual
cent was left at December 30, 1966. Thisstamp has the image of a bi-plane and the
was very late in the life of the Muddy Creek words “National Air Mail Week, May 15-21,
Post Office and may have been its last day 01938, Muddy Creek Forks, Pa.” Apparently

Continued on page 8



